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The game of Snakes & Ladders is symbolic of a man's journey in life and is devoted into 84 

numbered squares illustrated with the notions of karma and moksha. The ladders denote virtues 

such as faith, generosity, humility, and asceticism while the snakes represented vices such as 

anger, theft, lust, and greed. The last square represents the state of liberation. The ladders 

conveyed that virtues lead you to liberation and vices to a cycle of re-births. The number of 

ladders is less than the number of snakes, which means the path of virtue is much more difficult 

to tread, than a path of vice. 
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PREFACE 

 

 

The human life and cosmic world are full of diversities. Every person tries to know these 

diversities. In this process of understanding these diversities, so many questions arise in the 

mind. One of the important questions is as how our life is regulated. Are we regulated by 

destiny or niyati or prārabdha? Or we are regulated by our own free will (puruṣārtha). 

  

Fatalism, Determinism and Pre-determinism (Niyativāda) are the terms generally used 

interchangeably. Fatalism is a philosophical doctrine stressing the subjugation of all events or 

actions to fate. Determinism, in philosophy, implies that all events, including moral choices, 

are completely determined by previously existing causes. Pre-determinism, a specific type of 

determinism, believes that every single event or effect is caused by an uninterrupted chain of 

events that goes back to the origin of the universe. 

 

Jain, Bauddha and Ājīvaka belong to Śramaṇika tradition. Ājīvakas were firm believer of 

fatalism. But when we talk about Niyati as per Jain perspectives, there is doctrine of karma. 

According to karma theory, an individual’s present condition is determined not by any 

absolute principle but by his own actions performed either in his past lives or in this life. By 

freely choosing the right course and following it faithfully, he could improve his destiny and 

ultimately win liberation. In accordance with their well-known doctrine of Syādvāda or 

Anekāntavāda, they do not totally reject the doctrine of Niyativāda. In Sanmati tarka, Ācārya 

Siddhasena talks of five co-factors (Pañcasamavāya), the doctrine of Kāla, Svabhāva, Niyati, 

Pūrvakṛta and Puruṣa. Anyone these co-factors when taken singly is false but true when they 

are considered jointly. 

  

Buddhist text Dīghanikāya talks of two types: (1) Theistic determinism (issaranimmānahetu), 

and (2) Kammic determinism (pubbekatahetu). Aṅguttara Nikāya says, “Don’t blame me, it is 

the will of God” or inactivity, “What can I do? It’s my past kamma.” On the other hand, 

Buddhacarita points out that “If God is the cause of everything that happens, and then what is 

the use of human striving?” However, Buddha does not teach that we have complete freedom 

or that we are determined, but that our will is conditioned or limited to a greater or lesser 

extent. 

 

It is against these śramaṇika expositions on Determinism/Niyativāda, International School for 

Jain Studies, New Delhi organized a 2-day International Seminar on Determinism in 

Śramaṇika Traditions (Particularly Jainism and Buddhism): Their Moral and Ethical 

Effects in collaboration with Mangalayatan University, Aligarh on 11th & 12th January, 2018. 

The seminar was organized at the newly built modern auditorium of Mangalayatan 

University. 

 

The overall response from the academic community was very encouraging with 33 papers 

received from scholars and distinguished address by Pt. Dr. Hukam Chand Bharil, a strong 



ii 

proponent of fatalism in Śramaṇa tradition and top academic management of the 

Mangalayatan University. The response was so overwhelming that 28 scholars could present 

their papers for discussions. We also had five papers which could not be presented in seminar 

but were distributed and informally discussed. 

   

The proceedings of this seminar form the basis of this book in which ten papers, duly 

reviewed by academicians, are selected for printing. Appendix I is added to give a list of 

speakers, and their papers along with the papers which could not be presented. Appendix II 

gives the Bibliography for further reference by the readers.  

 

We are also thankful to all the contributors of articles contained in this volume. We also 

thank the scholars who presented very good papers in this seminar but the same could not be 

included here due to management constraints.  

 

Organizing this seminar was a mammoth task. During the course of organizing the seminar 

we incurred the debt of a number of people. We sincerely express our gratitude to all of them. 

I express my heartfelt thanks to Dr. Shugan C. Jain, Chairman International School for Jain 

Studies for his guidance and support to make this seminar academically rewarding and 

promote fraternity amongst scholars participating in the seminar. I also thank Brig. (Dr.) P. S. 

Siwach, Vice Chancellor Mangalayatan University for his guidance in different phases of 

organizing the seminar. My special thanks to Prof. Jayanti Lal Jain, (Dean, Humanities & 

Director-Centre for Philosophical Studies, Mangalayatan University, Aligarh) and his team 

for their outstanding contribution in organizing facilities at Mangalayatan University. 

 

Thanks are also due to Ms. Sanjali Jain who accepted our request to edit this seminar 

transactions with me. Finally, I thank my colleagues at ISJS, Mr. Sushil Jana and Ms. Jyoti 

Pandey who presently did all word processing and electronic compiling of the seminar 

proceedings. 

 

 

 

 

 

August 10, 2020 

Shrinetra Pandey, PhD 

Joint Director 

International School for Jain Studies 



ABOUT ORGANIZING INSTITUTIONS 

 

Mangalayatan University (MU) is promoted by Acharya Kundkund Educational Society and 

Shri Pawan Jain, an eminent journalist, industrialist, philanthropist and dedicated to the cause 

of education. It has been established under "The Mangalayatan University, Uttar Pradesh Act, 

2006" and notification issued on October 30, 2006, with the right to provide higher education 

and authorized to award degrees specified in UGC Act. The University is also a member of 

Association of Indian Universities (AIU). Programs offered by the University have regulatory 

approval by authorities like UGC, National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), Bar 

Council of India (BCI), Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) and Council of Architecture (CoA). 

 

The university offers higher education in the disciplines of Engineering, Biotechnology, 

Pharmacy, Business Management, journalism and Mass communication, Computer 

Application, Hospitability Management, Education and Research, Visual & Performing Art 

and Jain Philosophy. The faculty at MU consists of several highly qualified and motivated 

individuals from the IITs, NITs, foreign universities and other high-quality institutions.  MU’s 

vision is to give students from all kinds of backgrounds a quality educational experience 

leading to legitimately rewarding career opportunities. 

 

It is ensured that the students acquire a strong sense of community responsibility thanks to the 

environment they live in, symbolized best by the grand Jain Temple on campus. With campus 

residents, the 72 acre lush green campus of MU sports a vibrant, energetic feel at all times. 

Some student initiatives like Kadam and Parivartan do stellar work in the nearby village areas 

in the fields of education, hygiene, health and environmental awareness. The Vision is to 

develop a spirit of inquisitive questioning, an ability to excel in the pressure of a fast-changing 

professional world and a desire to grow into a personality than a person, in an environment that 

fosters strong moral and ethical values, teamwork, community service and environmental 

consciousness.  www.mangalayatan.in 

 

 

International School for Jain Studies (ISJS) is a leading institution for academic studies of 

Jainism was setup in 2005. Its mission is to introduce academic studies of Jainism in the 

universities globally. So far 728 participants from 141 universities of 22 countries primarily 

from USA; 119 school teachers from 105 schools of USA have attended these programs. ISJS 

also conducts seminars, undertakes funded research projects, and publishes papers and books 

on various aspects of Jainism and its application and relevance in today’s society. ISJS is 

associated with a number of universities and research organizations and leading scholars of 

Jainism globally. 

 

http://www.mangalayatan.in/
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The main objective of ISJS is to support a comprehensive, scholarly and experimental 

introduction of Jain academic studies in the universities around the world in general and North 

America in particular. Therefore, ISJS implements their programs by a process of careful 

screening of potential participants and faculty, well research curriculum, engaging participants 

in intensive academic studies, living in Jain hostels, enjoy Jain food, providing interactions 

with Jain laity and monks, observe and participate in rituals and pilgrimage to make it a lived 

Jain experience. www.isjs.in  

 

http://www.isjs.in/
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